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Most Worshipful Brother Thomas Wayne Chisholm, “Thom” 
was born on December 14, 1968 in Hot Springs, Montana. Thom 
is the fourth of five children of Don L. “Sonny” and Mary Jane 
“Janie” Chisholm. The family has engaged in logging, ranching, 
and education for several generations. He has three older 
siblings; Vi Harris (Herb), Barb Rinke (Virgil), and Bill 
Chisholm (Judy). Thom grew up with his younger sister, Jen 
Brander (Jeff) at the family’s ranch in Hot Springs. 

Thom graduated from Hot Springs High School and entered the 
University of Montana in Missoula. Thom is a “Grizzly” through 
and through, carrying on the family tradition started by his 
mother in 1951. He earned a BA Degree in History/Political 
Science, coupled with a teaching license and endorsement, in 

1993 and was a member of the 100th graduating class at UM. Thom returned to UM in 2008 to 
begin a Master’s and Doctoral program. Thom completed a Master’s Degree in Educational 
Leadership in 2010, and continues work on his Doctorate in the Education Field. 

Thom began his professional career in 1993 teaching Social Sciences at Plains High School. 
After six years, he took over the Industrial Arts program in Plains. Thom continued in this job 
for 11 years. In 2010, Thom began the Superintendent of the Plains School District #1. He 
greatly enjoys the opportunity to enhance the opportunities for students in the school from which 
his maternal grandmother, Mary (Coe) Chubb graduated in 1928. 

On January 5, 2002 Thom married a longtime friend, Brandy Clary. In the spring of 2003, Thom 
adopted Kolby and Carson. Five weeks later, Duncan joined the family. The new family built a 
home in the Mission Valley, near both Brandy and Thom’s extended family. The family is a true 
representation of the Scottish and Native American history of the area, and is proud to live on the 
Reservation that represents these two cultures. 

Thom continued the family tradition in Masonry when he joined Hot Springs Lodge #153 in 
1988. Thom was initiated as an Entered Apprentice in January 1988, passed to a Fellowcraft in 
February 1988, and raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason in April 1988. He served as 
Master of his father and grandfather’s lodge for the first time in 1992 and three times after. Thom 
also joined the York Rite in the spring of 1988 and joined the Algeria Shrine Temple in July of 
the same year. Thom was an active member of the Clark Fork Shrine Club and served as 
president in 1992-1993. Thom is also a member, and former officer, of Kathryn C. Johnson 
Chapter #132 of the O.E.S. located in Hot Springs. MW Brother Thom was appointed to the 
Grand Lodge line by MWPGM “Doc” Harkins, and was installed as Grand Pursuivant in Great 
Falls in 2003. Thom is very proud of his family and their support of his Masonic Journey. He 
thanks them for their generous nature and the time and effort they have given. 


